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O f f to a g r e at s ta rt
~ from the editor
I know most of you won’t believe this, but
even though we had an amazing holiday
touring Scotland, it’s really good to be back
home and back into the lifestyle that has become routine for us.

days were bitterly cold wet, dreary and looong,
but a very thoughtful Dr Steve Walker (#78)
and Michael Ferreira (#210 & 2005 CRCA
ROTY) treated all of us to hot beverages delivered to the corners on Saturday!

We missed the RACE Test Days and RACE
Round 1 but felt comfortable leaving the details in the capable hands of our Board. Rick
dealt with club issues, Mike handled the membership callouts and miscellaneous communications, Larry instructed at the first New Marshals’ School of the season, Shirley took care
of the BBQs and Robert was backing everyone up with whatever
support was necessary.
They did a fantastic job
and so we’re planning to
skip town again since we
know
things
run
smoothly without us…

June is our busiest month and the next event
on our schedule is CRDA which will be happening within days of you receiving this newsletter (2-4 June). It’s a great car event, and one
of only two on our contracted event schedule
so if you want to work a car event at SMP this is
the time to do it. And don’t forget, we’re running our Marshals’ Track Evening on the Saturday—whether you have a car to drive or would
rather be a passenger in one of the racer’s cars,
come on out and let CRCA & CRDA show their
appreciation for your trackside support! If
you’d rather take to the track on your bike,
RACE is holding a few spots in their 9 June
school for us, but you need to get your name
to Chris Fry right away so he can make the
necessary arrangements.

We had a pretty decent
turnout at the Parts Canada Superbike Round
1 and RACE Round 2 weekend. I tallied our
numbers and we did quite a bit better than
last year for this event (51 in ‘06 vs 41 in ‘05).
It was really good to see our QEs out to brave
the elements—Keith Gilbert, Bob Baxter, Rob
Edwards, Barry Dafoe, Michel Bergeron and
Randy Scott all came out, traveling from as far
away as North Bay and Ottawa to enjoy some
of the best racing action in the country, and
I’m certain they weren’t disappointed. Jordan
Szoke (#101) walked away with the Pro 600
Sportbike race, but SuperBike was a different
story. Even though he finished in the front
once again, he had to battle hard against
Kevin Lacombe (#34) to do it. Francis Martin
(#1) trailed them in 3rd and was ready to take
advantage if either made a mistake. As always there were races within the races and
with only a few red flags the whole weekend,
we were entertained from start to finish. The

RACE Round #3 takes place on 9-11 June, and
that Saturday we’ll have the 2nd and possibly
final New Marshals’ School of the season. If
you have friends that are interested, let them
know so they don’t miss out on the fun.
Next on the agenda is VRRA at SMP, 16-18
June. We always have a great time that weekend with the vintage bikes (& riders). In years
past, there was more time spent cleaning up oil
and picking up bike parts that had fallen onto
the track than was spent racing, but the quality
of machinery (and maintenance) has greatly
improved, making it competitive and a lot of
fun to watch.
Hope to see good participation all summer
long…

LC
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P re siden t’ s me s sage
Hello everyone,
I’m writing this entry for the May newsletter having just finished the PMP National Super Bike weekend Round 1 at SMP.
Many of you came out for 1, 2 or 3 days on the weekend and I sincerely thank you for choosing to spend your free time supporting our club, for your spirit when the weather was so incredibly miserable, and most of all for your commitment—I couldn’t be
more proud of the patience and positive attitude exhibited during 3 of the longest, coldest, wettest trackside days that I can remember in my 10 years of marshalling.
I believe that the consideration given to volunteer workers by PMP has declined over the years and I hope to reverse this trend by
voicing the comments and feelings of our members in a letter sent to the event organizer, Colin Fraser this week.
The move to contact Colin with these concerns was a Board decision made on behalf
of the membership to ensure that the PMP organization understands that CRCA expects its members and guest marshals to be valued for their expertise and the quality
of service they provide, and are not willing to accept less.

“For every problem there is a solution...
sometimes the problem is finding the
solution.”
~Unknown

The other issue I wanted to mention is that regardless of how long you’ve been marshalling, it’s always a good idea at the start of
the season to review procedures in your mind in the event that something happens in your station; what your radio call should
sound like, what you should be asking for and what information will need to be passed on to control in order to get the response
you are looking for. A whole winter has passed since the last time you had to think about these things and the cobwebs need to
be cleared before you actually have to make a call. I’d also recommend spending a few minutes reviewing your manuals if you
have them, to refresh your memory on the use of flags for bikes vs cars, radio protocol, tracking, net silence, etc. (If you don’t have
a manual and would like one, we’ll be happy to provide it.) You’ll benefit from the time and so will the competitors.
Looking forward to an exciting season, packed with action and a ton of fun—and hope to see all of you there to enjoy it!
Play safe everyone,

Introducing...
The 50th Anniversary Committee
Chair—Paul Meyer (905) 274-6318 pimeyer@sympatico.ca
Co-Chair—Paul Seaman (905) 839-7028 paul.seaman@tel.tdsb.on.ca
Secretary—Barb Wong (905) 471-2109 petershall@rogers.com
Member—Peter Angelidis (905) 763-6007 marvinq@pathcom.com
Member—Dianne Bos (905) 986-9660 mbosplus@aol.com
Member—Paul Clarke (416) 244-1326
If you have some experience and a few contacts and would like to help create a “celebration to remember”, please contact
any of the above committee members.
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The marshals’ corner
Community advertising
We’re looking for new ways to advertise our club and would
like to know if you have a community paper in your area that
would publish our ad for free. Local papers (printed and
online) often have “community activity” sections for this purpose, so we’d just need to know the name and contact info for
the paper in your community. If you can offer any other ideas
for advertising, please give Mike Batty (Recruiting) a call at
613-392-7359 or email him at batty_m_s@sympatico.ca.

Next General membership meeting
26 August 06
In recent years we have been holding a few General Membership Meetings throughout the season on Saturdays following
racing. We haven’t been able to fit one into the schedule yet
this year because of New Marshals’ Schools, the Nationals,
John Nelson weekend, etc, but we’ve got a tentative date of
26 August, the Saturday of RACE Round #5. Please make every
effort to be there.

Start taking notes—rider & Driver O.T.Y.
Yes, it’s still very early in the season, but it’s never too early to
start thinking about who will best fit the “sportsmanship, dash
and flair” criteria for the club’s Rider and Driver of the Year
nominees. Ballots will be sent out with the July newsletter so
we have time to tabulate results and get the trophies prepared.
Make sure you take the time to complete & return the ballot!

If gas prices go
any higher…
~ photo submitted by
Debbie Zschuppe

Membership Directory—updates
Look to this space for changes to contact info for our members.
Make sure you take the time to update your copy of the directory. The next version (published annually) will include all
amendments. (Note that for confidentiality, this info will not
appear in the website version.)
Betsy Meeko
1-174 Mill St, Box 289
Deseronto, ON
K0K 1X0

Mike Brant
1-174 Mill St, Box 289
Deseronto, ON
K0K 1X0

Collect your Early bird
gift
If you sent your membership applications & fee
in to us before 31 March 06, you would have received a coupon with your membership card, entitling you to an Early-Bird
gift. Turning in your coupon before 31 July this year will net
you a CRCA logo’d T-shirt, so get your coupon to Bob Leclair
and get your T-shirt!

Smiles ‘n chuckles
Think before you ask…
"No," he replied.
Have you ever asked your child a question too many times?
My three-year-old son had a lot of problems with potty training
and I was on him constantly. One day we stopped at Taco Bell
for lunch in between errands. It was very busy with a full dining room.
While enjoying my taco, I smelled something funny,
so of course I checked my seven-month-old daughter; she was
clean. Then I realized that Danny had not asked to go potty in
a while. I asked him if he needed to go and he said ,"No."
I kept thinking, "Oh Lord, that child has had an accident,
and I don't have any clothes with me." Then I said,
"Danny, are you SURE you didn't have an accident?"

I just KNEW that he must have had an accident,
Because the smell was getting worse, so I asked one more
time, "Danny, did you have an accident?"
This time he jumped up, yanked down his pants, bent over,
spread his cheeks and yelled, "SEE MOM, IT'S JUST FARTS!!"
While 30 people nearly choked to death on their tacos laughing, he calmly pulled up his pants and sat down.
An old couple made me feel better, thanking me for the best
laugh they'd ever had...
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Properties report
~ Robert leclair
Just a brief report to keep you all up to date. We have a large
supply of T-Shirts & Sweat Shirts in stock, as well as Hats &
Crests. If any of you are interested in purchasing any of these
items, please see me at any of the upcoming events at SMP.
The B.O.D. for the C.R.C.A. has come up with the idea that
some of the members may be interested in purchasing
watches to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of our organization. In order to be able to purchase these items at a reasonable price, I would have to know how many of you would be
interested in purchasing one. I have looked at a few suppliers
and the watches work out to be between $69.00 & $99.00 for
a good quality time piece. If any of you are interested in purchasing a watch, please contact me at home @ 613-354-5387
or by Email @ b.leclair@sympatico.ca. As soon as I have some
numbers to work with I'll set the wheels in motion to obtain
some definite prices and place an order. I'll keep everyone
posted.

Top ten(?) things I learned
in my first 50 events
~Rick Helman, VP

Reprinted from May 05 issue, for the benefit of our new memmembers:
The capacity of one’s bladder is inversely proportional to the
distance to the nearest rest station
When visiting said rest station, do NOT key your mike
Speaking of radio communications; neither the relative untidiness of one’s personal vehicle nor one’s particular religious
persuasion is appropriate for broadcast
The racing helmet is designed to protect the brain, not enhance its functioning
The corner marshal is the eyes and ears of Control – but can
accept no responsibility for any of Control’s other physical
deficiencies
Oven mitts are NOT an acceptable substitute for leather
gloves, nor a harmonica for a whistle
The colder and wetter the weather, the shorter the lunch
break

Shannonville Motorsport Park Fast
Facts
...A trio of Canadian road racing legends was recognized
among the first inductees into the Canadian Motorcycle Hall of
Fame. Shannonville track builder John Nelson, former racer
and current aftermarket icon Lang Hindle, and two-time Superbike champ Don Munroe were honoured at the May 6 gala.

A ten pound fire extinguisher weighs nineteen pounds; a
twenty pound extinguisher weighs 3/5 of one metric tonne
The so-called “twenty pound” fire extinguishers are always
positioned at the corners where the safety marshal has to run
700 metres through inch-deep muck to get to an incident
Working a corner alone is not an ideal circumstance, but it
does permit uninhibited flatulence
Not all hand signals are in the manual

…This season’s Parts Canada Superbike Championship schedule
features a twist, as the season opened on Shannonville’s Long
Track and will conclude on the 2.46 km ‘Pro Track’ in September. Traditionally the campaign has opened at the Pro Track
and wrapped up on the Long Track.
…Last year marked the first time since 2001 that the winner of
the opening round of the Parts Canada Superbike Championship has gone on to claim the title as well. On that occasion
Steve Crevier turned the trick for Honda.

If you take your eye off it, it will fall down/drive off/flip over
White is to coffee as magnet is to iron filings…
And the number one thing I learned in my first fifty events:
(insert drum roll…)

Know what’s in your hand before you wave it…

All Time Shannonville Motorsport Park Superbike Win Leaders:
Steve Crevier (Maple Ridge, BC) 10; Michel Mercier (Thetford
Mines, QC) 5; Pascal Picotte (Granby, QC) 4; Rueben McMurter
(London, ON) 3; Francis Martin (Rock Forest, QC) 3; Miguel Duhamel (Repentigny, QC) 2; Jeff Gaynor (Toronto, ON) 2; Michael Taylor (Toronto, ON) 2; Don Munroe (Halifax, NS) 2

SCRABBLE GAME—rearrange
the letters to see what you can
GAME
come up with (you must use all of the letters—possible answers
on page 6):
1.
SNOOZE ALARMS
2.
ELECTION RESULTS
3.
SLOT MACHINES

P AAGY E 2 50 0 6
M
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Parts canada superbike
Championship standings

2006 points standings
(after Round 1)
Pos

Rider

Motorcycle

Points

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Jordan Szoke
Kevin Lacombe
Francis Martin
Tom Kipp
Pascal Picotte
Erick Beausejour
Frank Trombino
Jean-Paul Tache
Andrew Nelson
Csaba Werner
Sean Heydorn
Zenon Nelson
Elie Daccache
Larry Orde
Clint McBain

Kawasaki
Yamaha
Suzuki
Kawasaki
Yamaha
Honda
Kawasaki
Suzuki
Yamaha
Suzuki
Honda
Suzuki
Suzuki
Yamaha
Suzuki

54
42
38
33
32
27
25
23
21
19
17
15
13
12
3

Discovery channel announces
televised driver search

Speed Demons Wanted.
New Discovery Channel Series,
Star Racer, Looking for
Drivers With the Need for
Speed
Insight Productions seeking
drivers of all disciplines, from
Go Karts to motorcycles, in their search for the next racing
champ on a pro circuit.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Toronto, Ontario (May 18, 2006) – Drivers, start your engines!
Discovery Channel announced today that casting has begun
on Star Racer, a new docu-reality series airing this fall. The
production team is on the hunt for the next Paul Tracy or
Jacques Villenueve, offering the chance of a lifetime to one
extraordinary driver. Produced by Toronto’s Insight Productions in association with Silverscreen International, the team is
searching for 24 fearless racers who will compete for the
Grand Prize – the title of Star Racer and a full season ride on a
racing team in the professional circuit next season. Casting
continues over the summer with principal photography expected to begin in June.
As the Canadian Go Kart season gets underway at racetracks
across the country, this peddleto-the-metal challenge will take
the producers to qualifying Kart races in Barrie, ON; St-Rochde-
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L'Achigan, PQ; and the highly anticipated nationals in Edmonton, AB, in the coming weeks and months. Twelve competitors from the Karting circuit will move onto the main competition at Le Circuit in Mt. Tremblant, Quebec. The producers
will also be looking for 12 speed demons from various other
disciplines, including dirt trackers, stock car drivers, motorcycle racers, ice racers, snowmobile racers, street racers, and
others with a passion for speed.
Potential Star Racers, divided into rival groups, will move into
spectacular Mt. Tremblant chalets to attend the world famous
Jim Russell Driving School on the legendary Le Circuit racecourse.

Star Racer will combine the complex science of racing, the
precise design of racecars and engines plus the evolving social dynamic of the competitors as they race to the finish line.
But
speed alone won’t win the Star Racer crown. Throughout the
quest, competitors will be held up to intense scrutiny by a
special three-person jury comprised of established experts
from the motor sports world. This jury will evaluate the drivers
based on all aspects of championship racing. The decision of
the jury will help determine which racers are worthy of remaining in the chase and which racers fail to make the starting grid. At the finale, one racer – the Star Racer – will capture the checkered flag and drive away with a future in big
time racing on the professional circuit.
"Star Racer is a perfect fit for Discovery. It will have everything
our viewers expect from us: a blend of high-octane stakes,
great characters and compelling story lines all rooted in cutting edge science," said Ann Harbron, Director of Commissioning and Production for Discovery Channel Canada. "As
we start meeting these intrepid drivers, we are thrilled to
have Insight at the helm of Star Racer. High-concept competition formats are very challenging to produce and
Insight's enormous success with CTV’s Canadian Idol uniquely
positions its talented production team to deliver a gripping
and entertaining hybrid designed specifically for Discovery's
audience. I know they will find us Star Racers with stories that
will engage us and draw us into this world."
Insight Productions, under the leadership of John Brunton, is
one of Canada’s foremost television producers. A naturalborn storyteller, Brunton is well into his third decade at the
helm
of Insight Production Company Ltd. Heading into the casting
process for Star Racer, Brunton’s message is simple: "Strap into
your harness, drivers. Star Racer is going to be an adrenalinepumping, heart-pounding, rubber-burning first. Not just in
Canada but everywhere motor sports reaches in the world.
We can’t wait to discover this passionate group of drivers,
and for one, make their racing dream a reality.”
The Insight team will work in association with Roy Krost of
Silverscreen International. Krost, a lifelong motor sports fan,
adds, “Star Racer will be pure excitement. We’re thrilled that
the series represents a significant and meaningful opportunity for young drivers hoping to follow in the footsteps of Ron
Fellows, Paul Tracy, Jacques Villenueve and the other great
Canadian stars of racing.”
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Star Racer is sanctioned by ASN Canada FIA (Federation Internationale de l’Automobile). Since its inception in 1904, the FIA
has been the worldwide governing body of motor sports. The
FIA world headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland. Paul B.
Cooke is the Vice President of Competition and Director Of
Karting for ASN Canada FIA, and will be on hand to ensure
that the code and the goals of the FIA are adhered to throughout the competition phases of the series.
For more information, contact:
Jodi Cook - 416.332.4426 or jcook@discovery.ca - Manager,
Communications
Alexis Hood - 416.332.5076 or ahood@discovery.ca - Publicist,
Communications

Province blocks road and
cancels the festival of speed
Sydney, NS, May 4, 2006

After 12 months of planning and organization with the
knowledge and tentative support of the provincial department of tourism as a signature event, the Cape Breton TT Festival of Speed has been cancelled with official news from the
Provincial government that the government will not permit
the event to happen on the 53 km course.
According to the chair of the Cape Breton Festival of Speed
Association, “The official word delivered by the province came
as a devastating blow and without notice after almost a year
of work and official filings for sanctioning and insurance were
completed”.
She said, “The province has been well aware of the event and
designated it as a Signature Event with no indication that they
had fundamental issues beyond the understandable need to
pass the public safety requirements which were being organized by a professional technical team and race director. It appears that the process of proper and formal evaluation and
communications were flawed within the departments.”
Carroll stated, ”The cancellation news is regrettable and disappointing for all of the volunteer members of the community
who have acted in good faith and invested in the development of an event which promised to deliver significant economic return for the region.”
The Cape Breton Festival of Speed was initiated by the Membertou Development Corporation. Under the leadership of
Bernd Christmas, Membertou brought forward the opportunity for an international event which offered benefits for the
entire Island and province. The Cape Breton Festival of Speed
Association was created to operate and manage what had
the potential to be a major annual event.
To date there have been 5000 room-nights booked 6 months
ahead of the event just on the prospect and rumor it would

occur. These advance bookings alone represent a welcome
addition to many tourism operators across the Island during
what is a slower period in the early fall. The economic impact
has been forecast to reach $15 million dollars. The event had
the support of the municipality and federal government and
the economic development agencies on Cape Breton Island
along with enthusiastic participation of community groups
and organizations that are essential for the staging of an international event.
The TT Race is an international spectacle attracting audiences
and visitor interest across North America and Europe including all of the key strategic markets for the Nova Scotia and
Canadian Tourism industry. National and international media
have been following the planning for the race and many
have committed resources to visit Cape Breton Island to cover
both the race and the destination.
Carroll said, “As a community based volunteer organization,
we are very disappointed to have to cancel the event. The
abrupt decision is being forced by the Provincial government
in what can only be described as a very heavy-handed manner. She ended, “The province allowed the time, effort, expectations and investment of the community to continue to build
for the best part of an entire year without a formal response
from all departments until now.” Community meetings
planned for May 6 and 7 along the race course have been
cancelled.

Speaking of cancelled…
Ferrari: Rossi found a new challenge
Ferrari technical director Ross Brawn believes that Valentino Rossi's nightmare
start to the 2006 MotoGP season was the
main reason for the Italian's decision to
remain on two wheels next season.
Ferrari had made a big effort to make
Rossi's F1 transition a genuine possibility
for 2007 and, while it could potentially
still happen in the future, that now looks
unlikely.
"The longer you leave it makes it a little more difficult," Brawn
explained, "I guess he could reconsider in a couple of years.
"We worked with him and were very impressed with what he
was able to do. Both sides had to decide if we wanted to go
forward with it. He felt he had his hands full with his motorcycle career. I think the difficulties he's having this year have
focused him more on that.

Scrabble Answers:
1.
NO MORE Zs
2.
LIES LETS RECOUNT
3.
CASH LOST IN ME
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SMP JUNE 2006
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

1

FRI

SAT

2
3
CRDA (cars) CRDA (cars)
Marshals’ Track
Evening (cars)

4
5
CRDA (cars)

6

7

8

9
10
RACE Rnd 3 RACE Rnd 3
Marshals’ RACE
School (bikes)

11
12
RACE Rnd 3

13

14

15

16
VRRA
(bikes)

17
VRRA
(bikes)

18
VRRA
(bikes)

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Events for July

2006 at a glance
RACE:
22-23 Apr—Open Test Days
28-30 Apr— RACE Rnd 1
19-21 May—Nat’ls Rnd 1 / RACE Rnd 2

SMP Events
• 15
15--16 July - DAC (cars)
• 2121-23 July - RACE Round 4 & General Membership Meeting
• 2626-30 July—Simcoe
July
Kart Club

9-11 June—
June—Round 3
21-23 July—Round 4
25-27 Aug—Round 5
1-3 Sep—Nat’ls Rnd 7 / RACE Rnd 6
22-24 Sep—Round 7

Contact for
mosport events

VRRA:

1616-18 June—
June—SMP
18-20 August—Mosport
16-17 Sep—North Bay

3-5 June—
June—CRDA
16-17 July—DAC
DAC

Register
online at:

www.
crca1.com

If you’re planning to participate at any
Mosport events this year, we recommend that you call Dorothy Manganelli at 905-434-8821. She’ll ensure you
are registered with MMS and that
your credentials are waiting for you
when you check in at registration.

Mosport Events
• 1-2 July - BARC/CASC Ontario
Regional Races
• 1414-16 July - Superbike Doubleheader
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CANADIAN RACE COMMUNICATIONS
ASSOCIATION

A Brief History
The Canadian Race Communications Association (CRCA) is Canada's first and most experienced race marshalling club. It has played a
significant role in the Ontario racing community since 1959, joining the Canadian Automobile Sport Clubs
(CASC) in 1960, and acquiring its Federal Charter in 1962.
Based at Shannonville Motorsport Park, the Club supports the racing
environment by providing Corner Marshals for all forms of racing
events including regional open and closed-wheel cars, R.A.C.E. Series motorcycles, go-karts and numerous special interest groups.

Box 307
Shannonville, ON
K0K 3A0

Phone: 613-372-1892
Email: crcacontact@sympatico.ca
www.crca1.com

CRCA Marshals have participated at racing events at Mosport Park
from opening day to the present. Our members worked at events at
Green Acres (near Goderich, ON) and Harewood Acres (south of
Hamilton, ON) until their closing.
Our club organized the Corner Marshals for the first ever Canadian
Grand Prix at Mosport International Raceway (formerly Mosport
Park) in 1967, and also in 1967, were responsible for providing Marshals for the Motorcycle Grand Prix of Canada, notably the only time
this country has had an FIM-sanctioned Grand Prix!
CRCA has been involved in the Toronto Molson Indy from its inaugural event, and continues to participate each year.

We’re on the web!
www.crca1.com

Contact Us:
Blue Flag Editor
3748 McConnell Rd, RR 1
Harrowsmith, ON
K0H 1V0
613-372-1892
crcacontact@sympatico.ca

If you would like to learn more about what we do or are interested
in becoming a corner marshal, please contact Mike Batty, Recruiting/Membership Director at 613-392-7359 or
batty_m_s@sympatico.ca.

B oa r d o f D i r e c to r s
Officers:

Directors:

President—
President—Marty Cooper 613613-372372-1892
martycooper@sympatico.ca

Recruiting/Membership —Mike Batty 613613-392392-7359
batty_m_s@sympatico.ca

ViceVice-President—
President—Rick Helman 613613-966966-5922
rhelman@loyalistc.on.ca
rhelman@loyalistc.on.ca

Services—
Services—Marty Cooper 613613-372372-1892
martycooper@sympatico.ca
martycooper@sympatico.ca
Properties—
Properties—Robert Leclair 613613-354354-5387

Treasurer—
Treasurer—Rick Helman 613613-966966-5922
rhelman@loyalistc.on.ca
Secretary—
Secretary—Lorie Cooper 613613-372372-1892
crcacontact@sympatico.ca
crcacontact@sympatico.ca

b.leclair@sympatico.ca
Social—
Social—Shirley Jones 613613-967967-3716
shirley_jones@sympatico.ca
sympatico.ca
shirley_jones@
Education/Performance & Safety—
Safety—Larry McMillan
613613-382382-1049
mcmillan07@cogeco.ca

